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I would have to say that the 2008 Wings of Saskatchewan Conference & Trade Show was the 

conference of surprises!  The weather did not cooperate to well, and when plans didnôt go as 

expected, I realized, once again, what wonderful people this Saskatchewan aviation industry is 

made up of!! 

 

When the MC for the Conference (Jim Thompson with Executive Air), after welcoming 

everyone to the conference on Wednesday night at the Touch óN Go Buffet and getting the 

conference óoff and runningô in fine form, had to make a quick flight to Edmonton, there came 

my 1
st
 surprise ï a 6:00 a.m. call that he was weathered-in in Edmonton!  A few quick calls and I 

had another wonderful MC ï Bill Restall from the Saskatoon Airport Authority!  Bill directed 

the conference traffic in a commanding way ï all the time poking fun at my óMC Notesô (I guess 

I typed them in too small a font or something!)  Late in the day on Thursday, I realized that Bill 

had to be back to Saskatoon Friday morning, so I started looking for another MC!  And along 

came Lloyd Good of West Central Air Maintenance!  What a great group to be involved with! 

 

 

We were honoured at the Thursday breakfast to have Minister 

Wayne Elhard join us ï it is apparent that Minister Elhard has a 

clear picture of some of the needs of the aviation industry, and 

will be actively working with our organizations to better aviation 

in this province.  

 

 

Minister Elhard also 

presented to Janet Keim, 

SAC president, and Joe 

Varjassy, SAAA 

President, the official 

Proclamation of Aviation 

and Aerospace Week, 

November 10 ï 15, 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

Then came another weather ósurpriseô ï our 9:30 a.m. speaker was stranded in Calgary and 

wouldnôt be arriving until Noon!  No problem ï the other conference speakers simply shifted 

around to make it work ï and I had a few others offer to fill in, if it could help!  The little white 

space that was left, was filled in with impromptu meetings of various groups struggling with 

SMS questions or other like-minded concerns!  Thursday morning turned out to be one of the 

most productive ósessionsô of the 2008 conference for many delegates. 



On the whole, the 2008 Conference had a great number of amazing speakers and presenters: 

From Mark Bucken from NAVCANADA, SMS with Dave Dueck, Alan Hill from the Ministry 

of Highways & Infrastructure, Ann  McAfee from AMCO in Ontario, and then the SAAA Credit 

Session Speakers, Brent Flaten, Allan Bakke and Alan McCracken.   

 

Overall, there was top-

notch learning 

going on! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the three SAAA 

Credit Session 

Presenters: 
 

Brent Flaten of Saskatchewan 

Ministry of Agriculture 

  ñPest Managementò 

 

 

Allan Bakke 

Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture  

ñRegulationsò 

 

  Alan McCracken from Kansas City, MO 

  ñApplication Technology ï  

 low volume applicationò 

 

Alan Hill from 

Ministry of 

Transportation & 

Infrastructure 

gives overview 

of the CAP 

Program 

Dave Dueck tackles the 

tough issue of SMS in an 

all-day Friday Workshop 

 

Ann McAfee - 

Greetings from 

AMCO in 

Ontario 

 

Mark Bucken from NAV CANADA 

Gives Information on the AWOS 

Upgrade and Aviation Weather Camera 

Projects 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenda Barton 

Chief Safety Officer from SaskPower, presents on 

ñCritical Aviation Safety Around Power Linesò ï 

which lead to a lively question and answer session 

 

Alan McCracken 

received some 

good Canadian 

hospitality! 



 

It was great, also, to have Pat Fiacco, Mayor of the City of Regina, join us for the Thursday 

Luncheon.  You could tell from his speech that he has made a real connection with the folks at 

the Regina Airport Authority and truly values their airport as an economic driver in the Queen 

City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were so happy to catch Kevin Psutka, President and 

CEO of COPA National, on his way home from the 

ATAC conference in Calgary, AB!  He added so much 

to our conference, with not only his presentation on 

Thursday afternoon, but also presented a COPA 

National award to one of our own ï Vern Reese of 

Saskatoon was officially presented this COPA award at 

the Thursday night banquet! 

 

Another award presented at the 

Thursday night banquet was yet 

again another surprise ï this time, a 

surprise for the recipient!  Will 

Chabun, of the Canadian Aviation 

Historical Society, was presented a 

Distinguished Airman Award by 

Janet Keim, SAC President, in honor 

of all the work he has done over the 

years to preserve the aviation history of this province.  Iôm 

sure Will wondered why Peter Maw, CAHS President, 

worked so hard to make sure that Willôs wife accompanied 

him to the banquet!  And, of course, Will had a few 

wonderful words to share with us after the presentation, 

although he did seem a bit at a loss for words after the 

surprise! 


